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Our heartfelt thank you to Diane Haltigan, Raju Kunaparaju, Jennifer 
Luu, Shelly Preston, Nicole Severson, and Deborah Zupito of Vanguard 
Financial Services for volunteering their time and talent to serve on 
the 30th Anniversary Gala planning committee. Please also join us 
in congratulating Vanguard Financial Services on receiving this year’s 
Community Partner of the Year Award. Employees of Vanguard 
Financial Services volunteer their time, energy, and resources to 

Habitat MontDelco all year round and in all aspects of our organization. From framing walls on the construction site, 
to stocking merchandise in our ReStores, all the way to consulting our team on planning and strategies- Vanguard runs 
through every layer of our organization. We thank you for your continued support and helping us reach this milestone.

Conicelli Autoplex joins us for the 3rd year as a Safe, Warm and Dry 
sponsor. No matter your tastes, preferences, budget and lifestyle, there is 
a dealership for you with Conicelli's name on it. If you're looking for a new 
or used Toyota, Honda, Hyundai, Genesis or Nissan model, there is no 
better place to look than the showroom fl oors at the Conicelli Autoplex 
dealerships. We thank Conicelli Autoplex for their continued support.

Th ank you to all of our 30th Anniversary Gala sponsors:

New Equasion 

Limited Liability

Hurry! Sponsorship opportunities are still available. 
Contact Rebecca at rcain@habitatmontdelco.org to secure your sponsorship spot.
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We are putting away the tool belts for a special Gala 
celebration on April 18th, 2019 at the Radnor Hotel 
for Habitat MontDelco’s 30th Anniversary Gala, 
benefi tting our community through home-buying, 
home repair, neighborhood revitalization, and the 
"Almost Home" fi nancial empowerment program.  

Th e VIP reception features a "meet and greet" with 
two time Super Bowl Champion & Philadelphia 
Eagle Malcolm Jenkins, and is hosted by NBC on air 
personality Rosemary Connors. Th e 30th anniversary 
Gala will include a silent auction, gift  from the 
hearts live auction, and we will honor the winners 
of our Lifetime Volunteer Achievement Award 
and our Community Partner of the Year Award. 

Individual    tickets   for the benefi t event are 
$100 or $190 per couple. Tables and sponsorship 
opportunities are still available. Please visit 
habitatmontdelco.org for more information. 

30th Anniversary Gala
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Habitat MontDelco 

Turns 30

30 years! 30 years of building homes, 
communities, and hope. 30 years 
of stories. 30 years of lives changed 
for the better through empowering 
families through safe and aff ordable 
housing. Habitat was founded on the 
vision of a world where everyone has 
a decent place to live.  Th at vision was 
our driving force back in 1989 and 
continues to propel us forward today.

In Montgomery and Delaware 
Counties, we’ve built & rehabbed 84 
homes and repaired over 70 homes, 
providing hope and a hand-up to 
qualifi ed families in need of safe, 
decent shelter.  We have also served 
over 90 families in our fi nancial 
empowerment course, ‘Almost Home’. 

One of the fi rst families to partner with 
us was the Chiarello family.

Cheryl Chiarello fi rst learned about 
Habitat for Humanity in 1999 through 
her church. She, along with daughters 
Josephine, who was fi ve years old at the 
time, and Audrey, who was a freshman 
at Kutztown University had just been 
abandoned by Cheryl’s violent and 
unpredictable husband. With no job, 
no child support, and medical bills 
due to a rare liver disease Audrey was 
suff ering from, their home went into 
foreclosure and the family was forced 
to leave. “Josephine lost her home, 
school, and dad in one day when he 
left . We moved out taking what we 
could. It was an icy, bitter January 
night” Cheryl remembers.
 
Aft er staying with various friends 
and working multiple jobs, Cheryl 
learned about Habitat for Humanity. 
She applied and began volunteering, 
hoping that one day one of the homes 
would be hers. Several months later, 
that dream become a reality when 
Cheryl was accepted to purchase a 
home in Pottstown. 

“Habitat has allowed me to provide 
a lovely home for my two daughters 
when never would I have thought 
it possible.  I have had the honor to 
know & work side by side with the 
most altruistic, hard-working, and 
caring people one could ask for. Th ey 
helped put a huge part of my life 
that had fallen apart, back together.” 
Cheryl shared of her Habitat journey.
 
Now, 18 years later, as Cheryl prepares 
to make the fi nal payment on her 

mortgage she is full of gratitude and 
pride. Aft er three lifesaving liver 
transplants, Audrey is healthy and 
enjoying married life. Josephine is 
now 26 years old with a college degree 
and works with disabled adults in her 
hometown of Pottstown. Th e stability 
their Habitat home gave Cheryl and 
her daughters the tools to heal and 
realize their dreams. 

Tamara Charles has just embarked 
on her homeownership journey with 
Habitat. Tamara decided to partner 
with Habitat MontDelco so she could 
provide a better environment for her 
two daughters and son. Th e family 
had been living in an overcrowded, 
unaff ordable apartment in a 
neighborhood with a lot of violence. 
When repairs were needed, it was 
diffi  cult to get them addressed. 

Th rough partnering with Habitat and 
having the opportunity to help build 
her own house, Tamara, a single mom 
says she was able to show her children 

Th e fi rst home completed, mortgaged, and 
dedicated in 199 in Norristown by Habitat of 

Norristown. 

Cheryl Chiarello (right) and 
daughters Josephine (left ) and Audrey (middle)
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what can be accomplished with hard 
work, and model the importance of giving 
back to others. For the Charles family, 
owning a home has changed their lives. 
Th eir new, safe home on Walnut Street 
in Pottstown means that Tamara and 
her children can build relationships in 
their neighborhood and become part of 
a strong community. 

Th ese are just two of the thousands of 
success stories we’ve experienced over the 
past thirty years.
 
In 1989, we started as Habitat for 
Humanity of Norristown, then expanded 
our eff orts to Pottstown, Upper Dublin, 
and Hatfi eld. We also began off ering 
critical home repairs throughout 
Montgomery County. We’ve added 
services like fi nancial empowerment 
education and neighborhood 
revitalization. Our Delaware County 
counterparts were on a similar journey, 
and in 2017, we combined forces as 
Habitat for Humanity of Montgomery 
and Delaware Counties. 
Over the past thirty years, the 

organization has grown to 27 
professional staff  dedicated to 
revitalizing our communities, 
providing our neighbors with home 
repairs, and fi nancial education that 
fosters personal growth and the 
community. We also have over 3,000 
devoted volunteers who work on 
site, at the ReStore’s, and in the offi  ce 
and thousands of donors who help 
assist us with our mission. Since 
1989 we have served more than 334 
families throughout Montgomery 
and Delaware Counties with projects 
in the city of Norristown, Pottstown, 
Bridgeport, Lansdowne, Hatfi eld, 
Glenside, and Darby. 

One person who has seen it all 
is Paul Rihn. At 74 years old, 
Paul has been volunteering with 
Habitat for Humanity for over 
20 years- most weeks spending 
30 hours out on the construction 
site. He fi rst became involved 
with Habitat when he was in high 
school. Volunteerism was a value 
instilled in his preparatory school, 
he remembers. Paul was particularly 
drawn to the construction aspect 
of Habitat because his brother had 
a construction business, so he had 
developed skills in that area.  
Since his early volunteer days as 
a high school student, Paul has 
grown along with the organization- 
building relationships, gaining 
knowledge and experience, and 
most importantly, changing the lives 
of countless families. 

Paul says the biggest change he has 
seen over his years with Habitat 
MontDelco is the overall reach of 
impact we are able to make through 
our programs, compared to when 
we started 30 years ago. Why has he 
stuck with our organization for so 
long? “Volunteering with Habitat 
is working with great people for a 
great purpose”, shares Paul. 

Today, we have over 60 individuals 
and families who apply for Habitat 
housing, and are able to serve four 
to six families a year. Right now, we 
have four families who are going 
through the home buying program 
preparing for housing in Bridgeport 
and Norristown. 

Th e goals for the next fi ve years and 
beyond have been established, the 
blueprint to accomplish the job is 
draft ed; and, importantly, a strong 
foundation is in place. We move 
forward in the same steadfast belief 
our affi  liate founders did; Have a 
simple aim, one of great purpose, 
and devote ourselves to it. Knowing 
this, we commit ourselves to 
working hard towards our mission 
of building homes, communities, 
and hope. 

Th e Charles Family

Volunteer Paul Rihn
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Norristown native Dr. Joshua 
Culbreath’s smile is as big as his heart 
and his stories are even bigger. Aft er 
his service in the U.S. Marine Corps, 
winning a bronze medal in the 400 
meter hurdles in the Olympics, teaching 
and coaching mentally challenged 
students, and successfully shepherding 
his own children to adulthood, Joshua 
Culbreath was looking forward to 
leading a quieter life in retirement. 
In 1983, Joshua was given the deed to 
his childhood home in Upper Darby, 
planning to grow old there. But, as 
he aged, his dream home did too, 
eventually creating more work than 
he could keep up with. His roof was 
crumbling, mold had overgrown inside, 
the windows needed replacing, his 
heater no longer worked, and the home 
had rotting porches and steps. 
In light of the growing safety risk, 
Warrior Heart, a locally based initiative 
that aims to empower U.S. Veterans 
suff ering with PTSD, depression, and 

Olympian gets 
Home Repair Help

anxiety, reached out to lend a helping 
hand to Joshua. “When I come across 
an individual I feel exemplifi es a 
warrior heart I go ahead and feature 
their story, and I try to do something 
nice for them. Sometimes it turns 
into a really big project,” said John 
Notte, founder of Warrior Heart. 
When Notte saw how much work 
needed to be done, he contacted 
Home Depot, who brought in 
Habitat MontDelco’s Critical Home 
Repair team. Within weeks, the 
three groups assembled a team of 
volunteers including the North 
Penn Fire Company, St. Albans 35 
Masonic Lodge, TNS Horsham, and 
C3i Solutions. Together, the groups 
repaired the crumbling roof, porches, 
and steps. Th ey also worked to rid 
Joshua’s home of all mold while 
tacking up new insulation and drywall 
with fresh paint throughout the entire 
house. 
Joshua confesses that without the help 
of Habitat MontDelco and the other 
programs, he would be in a much 
dire situation, “I will be able to live 

in my house that is free of mold and 
everything else. Without the help 
from Habitat MontDelco, Warrior 
Heart, and all of the volunteers, I 
would be almost homeless right now, 
because I would have no place to go.”

Volunteer Noble LeMont Williams, CEO 
Marianne Lynch, Warrier Heart founder John 
Notte, Joshua Culbreath, and Critical Home 

Repair Specialist Caleb Derby.

Volunteer Jeff rey Ameel from the North Penn 
Fire Company works to repair Dr. Culbreath's 
roof. Ameel says, "it's just good to give back"

3 DIY Workshops Coming to the ReStore

Move over Marie Kondo. Philadelphia’s 
own organizing guru, Darla DeMorrow 
of HeartWork Organizing is coming 
to the Horsham ReStore to help local 
residents with tips, tools and projects to 
make organizing simple. Want to take 
back your household spaces that are 
buried with paper? Want to repurpose 
household objects to make organizing 
easy and beautiful? How about turning 
the wasted space under your bed into 
prime real estate? Darla will show you 
how in three free workshops scheduled 
for 10:30 am on March 22, April 12 
and May 17, 2019. 
Many household organizing problems 
can be solved inexpensively with things 
you repurpose from your own home or 
from the ReStore. Located at 200 Blair 
Mill Road in Horsham, the ReStore 

sells donated home improvement items 
at a fraction of the retail price. Every 
purchase helps Habitat MontDelco 
construct homes for aff ordable 
homeownership, provide critical 
repairs, revitalize neighborhoods, and 
support fi nancial literacy classes in 
Montgomery and Delaware Counties. 
 “Every time I visit the ReStore I fi nd 
supplies to get organized. Many are 
in near-perfect condition and some 
just need a little imagination,” said 
DeMorrow. “You could spend hundreds 
of dollars at traditional retail stores for 
unattractive plastic that breaks. But at 
the ReStore, I’m going to show people 
how to turn high-quality materials 
like silver bowls, vintage china, and 
real wood drawers into durable and 
attractive organizing tools . . . at a 

discount.”
Th e Horsham ReStore is always chock 
full of new and gently-used appliances, 
building materials, cabinets, doors, 
fl ooring, furniture, hardware, 
housewares, lighting, plumbing, tools 
and windows. 
 “Th e ReStore is ideal for shoppers 
looking for great deals, and it’s great 
for the environment, too,” said Larry 
Leary, Director of ReStore Operations. 
“All items are donated so we’re keeping 
perfectly good materials out of local 
landfi lls. People who are decluttering 
love that we off er free pickup of useful 
appliances, construction remnants, and 
furniture in good condition. People 
who are making household changes on 
a budget love that they get great deals 
on nice items, and they contribute to 
our mission with every purchase.” To 
register for a workshop, email lleary@
habitatmontdelco.org or sign up in one 
of our stores.
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 “I’m gaining self-control. For    
      me, that’s important knowledge.” 

    -Calisha Littlejohn, Pilot Participant

Habitat Launches 

Collaborative to 

Promote Self-

Suffi  ciency 

A bold new collaboration is testing the 
theory that individuals can achieve 
long-term self-suffi  ciency if they have 
the right tools and support. Habitat 
for Humanity of Montgomery and 
Delaware Counties together with 
Philabundance and the Pottstown 
Cluster of Religious Communities are 
collaborating on a pilot called “Ending 
Hunger. For Good.”, to elevate families 
out of food insecurity and poverty by 
providing education and wrap-around 
services.

Research by Feeding America shows 
that individuals with $250 to $750 in 
emergency funds -- and the knowledge 
of how to manage the funds -- have the 
best chance of weathering emergencies 
that impact stability and food security. 
Th ose emergencies may include health 
crises, changes to work hours and 
emergency car repairs. 

At the core of the program is Habitat 
MontDelco’s Almost Home fi nancial 
literacy program which helps 
participants become fi nancially stable.

“Th e idea grew out of a Healthspark 

One of the pilot participants said the 
Almost Home fi nancial-literacy course 
is already helping.

Calisha Littlejohn, 32, is a single 
mother and licensed practical nurse 
in Pottstown who was once homeless. 
Littlejohn said that she and her 6-year-
old daughter use pantry food and food 
stamps to augment her low salary.
“I went into the fi rst class and thought, 
‘Oh, wow, this could be life-changing,’ 
” Littlejohn said. "Th e way they explain 
and break down money helps. I used 
to spend like it didn’t matter. But I’m 
learning not to live for today, and to 
save. “I’m gaining self-control. For me, 
that’s important knowledge.” 

Aft er taking the six-week class, people 
are eligible to work with a fi nancial 
coach for six months. Financial coaches 
are committed individuals who 
volunteer their time and knowledge to 
graduate families. Th en, a Pottstown 
Cluster case manager will connect the 
participants to other resources to help 
them with utility, housing, and food 
issues.

“We want to end the cycle of spending 
trade-off s that families face. Questions 
like: do I buy food or medicine? Heat or 
eat? Pay for lunch or buy a bus pass?” 
explained Lynch.

Th e program will monitor participants 
for up to two years. Th e hope is that 
participants’ credit improves, and that 
they no longer need food pantries. 

If you'd like more information on 
becoming a fi nancial coach, please 
email kcassada@habitatmontdelco.org.

Foundation session which challenged 
nonprofi ts, for-profi ts and government 
offi  cials to develop innovative 
ideas to strengthen the safety net 
in Montgomery County,” explains 
Marianne Lynch, CEO of Habitat 
MontDelco. “Everyone is tired of the 
band-aid approach; we believe that 
we can address deeper issues if we 
test novel methods and then scale and 
replicate the ones that work.” 
Philabundance has partnered with 
the Pottstown Cluster of Religious 
Communities, which runs a food 
pantry that Philabundance stocks. 
Seven people who use the pantry 
were selected to participate in ‘Almost 
Home’, our fi nancial literacy class.

‘Almost Home’ provides education, 
group support and a private fi nancial 
coach. Th e program runs for six weeks 
and free childcare and meals are 
off ered during each class. Ninety-four 
percent of Almost Home participants 
have created an emergency fund of 
$500 or more; those who do receive a 
$250 incentive. 

Th e fi gure of $750 is important, says 
Chad Guth, director of family services 
at Habitat MontDelco. “If somebody 
has an emergency savings fund of $750 
to $1,000, it prevents them from going 
into a downward crisis spiral if an 
emergency expense crops up,” he states.

Over the course of six weeks, these individuals will set 
goals, learn skills, and change fi nancial behavior in our 

fi nancial empowerment course, 'Almost Home'.

Th e Spring 2018 graduating cohert of Almost 
Home. Collectively, they saved almost $5,000 

towards emergency funds.
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Ways to get involved
There’s something you can do to end poverty housing in our 
community:

Volunteer! There are opportunities at our construction sites, 
in our ReStore, in Family Services, as an intern, or on any of our 
committees.  For more information, contact Cara at 
cara@habitatmontdelco.org.

Invest! Give the gift of Habitat and transform lives.  For 
more information on ways to give, including gifts of services, 
materials, land or property, visit habitatmontdelco.org or call the 
Development offi  ce at (610) 278-7710 ext. 129

Advocate! Tell our county representatives, your township, 
or borough commissioners why preserving homeownership 
is important to our quality of life.  For more information about 
contacting community leaders, contact CEO Marianne Lynch at
mlynch@habitatmontdelco.org.

Recycle! Moving, remodeling, or cleaning? Donate your items 
to the ReStore! If you have items that are in good shape and 
usable, contact our Donations Coordinator at 
restore@habitatmontdelco.org. 
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