
Upcoming Events:

• Home-Buying Program 
Information Session

 — July 20, 2017

• Bridgeport Home Dedication
 — August 25, 2017

• Fall Session of the 
Almost Home Financial 
Empowerment Program 
begins

 — September 5, 2017

Welcome to our Summer Edition!
 

 

 July 2017   Volume 6, Issue 1

  

Did You Know...?

By making online purchases using 
Amazon Smile, you can help create 

affordable housing opportunities.

Visit 
www.habitatmontco.org to learn 
more about how your shopping 

excursions can help families build 
better, brighter futures.

Journey to Homeownership: 
              A Home-Buyer’s Triumph
Imagine waking each morning to the 
blare of police sirens or having to 
walk through blocks and blocks of 
littered sidewalks just to get to the 
nearest grocery store. Imagine, every 
day, wrestling with the uncertainties 
of raising young children in a crime-
ridden neighborhood. For Shekesha 
Robinson, this was her life.

Determined to provide her children 
with better opportunities and a 
healthier environment to grow up 
in, she knew her only option was 
to leave their risky Germantown 
neighborhood. 
When the Robinson Family moved 
into their small two-bedroom 
apartment  in Elkins Park seven years 
ago, Shekesha’s plan was to stay 
temporarily. She thought downsizing 
would give her the financial freedom 
to save money while preparing to 
purchase a larger home.

Shekesha’s strategic plan to build 
a better future suddenly took a 
different turn, however, when she 
unexpectantly lost her job. With no 
income, limited savings, and little 
support, Shekesha quickly found 
herself facing a financial crisis. Her 
once exceptional credit plummeted, 
and for the next six years, she lived 
pay check to pay check struggling 
to keep up with the responsibility of 
raising four school-aged children.
When Skekesha applied for the 
Almost Home Financial Empowerment 
Program in the Winter of 2015, she 
was convinced that she had nothing to 
lose. Though employed, her financial 
situation was unstable. Since losing 
her job, it had been an battle repairing 
her damaged credit and rebuilding her 
savings which had tragically dwindled 
to nothing. Worst of all, Shekesha 
and her four young children were 
still crammed into their two-bedroom 
apartment she planned to move out of 
almost six years ago. 

story continued on page 

After countless trials, 
the Robinson will finally 

experience a victory 

  A Newsletter for 
Habitat for Humanity of
Montgomery County, PA

Shakesha Robinson and her family
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Check us out on the web to learn more about our programs: www.habitatmontco.org

Journey to Homeownership: 
     A Home-Buyer’s Trimph
story continued from page 1

“Working with Habitat, you guys didn’t 
just help me to establish financial peace, 

you helped me to overcome those obstacles 
that prevented me from purchasing a 

home”

Studies show that children who are raised 
in stable housing environments are 

more likely to feel secure, have fulfilling 
relationships and excel academically. 

At Habitat Montco we know this, which 
is why we strive to keep a steady flow of 
home-buying opportunities available to 
families across Montgomery County.

Join us this summer as we rehabilitate 
another home in Pottstown, PA. 

Visit 
www.habitatmontco.org/takeaction/donate 
to make a contribution to a child in your 

community!

story continued on page 4

Working together with her Habitat financial coach, Shekesha  
gained skills to reverse the damage incurred after losing her 
job. She was able to break the stronghold of living paycheck 
to paycheck and established a savings account. Soon, she 
was back on track to homeownership. 

Little did Shekesha realize, these key victories were just the 
beginning of an even greater financial breakthrough. Just 
one year after completing the program, a Home-Buying 
opportunity had become available in Glenside, and Habitat 
believed that Shekesha and her family were the ideal match 
to purchase the home.

“When Megan(Family Services Director) reached back 
out to me about purchasing the home in Glen Mills, I 

was in utter disbelief. Partnering with Habitat has truly 
restored my faith in humanity.”

After years of personal and financial challenges, Shekesha 
is grateful for the opportunity to build her family the life she envisioned when she first moved out of her Germantown 
neighborhood seven years ago. Since receiving the good news, Shekesha has been eagerly working with the 
construction crew to help with the rehabilitation of her home. This August, she will experience an event she has long 
been waiting for - Shekesha and her family will move into their new home at 333 Lyndon Avenue in Glenside, PA.

Give to Families in Your Community

Shekesha and Megan Briggs, Family Services Director
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Like us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram @Habitat Montco !

Building Confidence through
    Financial Empowerment

In each Almost Home session, we meet families who 
inspire us with their tenacity and will to overcome those 
financial hardships  which prevent them from purchasing 
a home. This spring’s session was no different; we 
encountered nine courageous individuals whose 
profound stories touched our hearts tremendously. One 
participant’s narrative was particularly unforgettable-that 
of class member Terria Brown. We were greatly moved 
by her selfless spirit and steadfast commitment to one 
day earn a degree and purchase a home of her own.

When Terria first began the Almost Home Financial 
Empowerment class this spring, she was struggling 
to get back on track financially, academically, and 
personally. Overwhelmed by the responsibility of caring 
for her three children who each have special needs, she 

stopped attending classes 
of her degree program 
to focus her attention 
on her family. Gradually, 
Terria’s dream of one day 
becoming a nutritionist and 
purchasing a home faded, 
giving way to growing 
doubt that she would ever 
be able to finish school 
and be in a better place 
financially.

Meeting with her financial coach and Almost Home 
classmates over the eight weeks, Terria regained her 
confidence. 

Congratulations to the
 Spring 2017 Cohort

of
Almost Home

“Sitting down with Caitlin (Family Services 
Coordinator) to write a resume was the 

turning point for me.  As she helped me to 
write down my skills, I felt like I was more 

than just a mom- I was Terria.”

Since graduating, Terria has enrolled in a computer 
literacy course to develop her skill using Microsoft Office 
applications. Moving forward, she plans to get back to her 
degree program and finally finish what she started.

“If it wasn’t for the Almost Home class, I don’t think 
that I would be motivated. My goals right now are to 
get my degree and save money to purchase a home 
with access to a school district where my children 

will be able to have all their needs met.”

Terria’s progress throughout Almost Home is a testament 
that even the greatest barriers can be overcome with 
determination and hope. We are so proud of Terria and 
the other members of this spring’s cohort of Almost 
Home, and can’t wait to hear of the new endeavors that 
each family will be taking on in the future. Congratulations 
Spring 2017 Class!

She discovered new strategies to maintain a better life 
balance and most importantly, Terria learned that by 
earning her degree and purchasing a home, she would 
be offering her children the ultimate gift of childhood: 
growing up in a safe environment.  

Terria Brown and children 
visiting at Lego World
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There is something that each one of us can do to create affordable
 housing options for hardworking families in our community:
• Volunteer!  There are opportunities at our building sites, in our ReStore, 

in Family Services, and as an intern. For more information, contact Cara 
at cara@habitatmontco.org

• Invest! Give the gift of Habitat and transform lives. For more        
information on ways to give, including gifts of services or materials, 
contact Liz (Bowers) Hefner at ehefner@habitatmontco.org

• Advocate!  Tell our county representatives, including your township or 
borough commissioners, that preserving homeownership is 

     important to our quality of life.  For more information about 
     contacting community leaders, contact Marianne Lynch at
     mlynch@habitatmontco.org
• Recycle!   Moving, remodeling, or cleaning? Donate your items to the 

Restore! If you have items that are in good shape and usable, contact our 
Donations Coordinator at restore@habitatmontco.org

Ways to Serve:

Habitat for Humanity of Montgomery County, PA is an affiliate of Habitat for Humanity International, Inc

Help A Child in Your  Community
  Reach Their Highest Potential

Homefront

Children who grow up in stable housing gain 
tools they need to excel in school. Donate to 
Habitat and build an opportunity for children 

in your community to succeed!
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1 Hot Water Heater : $500

1 Kitchen Sink : $100

1 Front Doors: $150

2 Low Flow Toilets : $60/Toilet

20 Electrical Outlets : $35/Outlet

6 Gallons of Primer : $10/Gallon

2 Bathroom Faucets : $25/Faucet


